The evolution of immune memory and germinal centers.
Antibody responses in homoiothermic and poikilothermic vertebrates are significantly different in their heterogeneity and affinity range, and in the speed of the secondary response following repeated antigenic stimulation. This article presents the hypothesis that the evolutionary development of unique lymphoid structures, the germinal centers, in combination with the development of a distinct B-cell lineage, is a determining feature of these differences.